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3. Case Marking

Jacaltec is an ergative language. The case markers also carry
the agreement feature of person, as 1s discussed in Section 1,
Section 2 is an analysis of the morphological shape and dis-
tributional use of the case markers. The mechanism of case
assignment is discussed in Section 3, the placement of the
case markers in Section 4. Section 5 is a conclusion, with

remarks on the ergativity of the language.

1. PERSON MARKING
1.1. Three Persons
There are three persons in Jacaltec—first, second, and third
-—in the singular and the plural. In the first person plural
a distinction can be made between exclusive and inclusive
meanings. This is accomplished by the addition of the sen-
tence particle an, which is further discussed in Chapter 9 A
Boundary Marker.
First and second person independent pronouns and clitic
markers have different morphological shapes in the singular
and the plural. The third person has the same clitic marker
in the singular and in the plural, is always accompanied by a
noun classifier, and takes a plural morpheme in the plural.
This plural marker is heb for humans and hej for non-humans:
(1) x—@—to-pax heb naj wina,j
asp-A3-go-back pl cl/the man
'the men returned’

(2) a. ilc'anab hej te' Hah
look at pl cl/the house

'look at the houses!'
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b. ilc'anab hej no!' txitam
look at pl cl/the pig

'look at the pigs!'

person is marked in surface structure by either an indepen-
dent pronoun or a clitic pronoun, or in emphatic context by
both.

1.2. Independent Pronouns

First and second independent pronouns are compound formations.
They are formed with the particle ha' and the absolutive set

of pronouns:

(3) a. ha' + hin = hayin rLY
b. ha' + hach = hach 'you'
c. ha' + hoH = hayot 'we'
d. ha' + hex = hex 'you pl'

The third person independent pronoun is a noun classifier by

itself, accompanied in the plural by the plural morpheme:3

(4) a. naj 'he/him' heb naj 'they/them’
cl(man) pl cl

b: ix 'she/her' heb ix 'they/them'
cl(woman) pl ¢l

c. no' ‘ g hej no' 'they/them'
cl(animal) pl cl

d. ch'en tit! hej <ch'en !
tl them'
cl(rock) ! S

In simple declarative sentences, the first and second
person independent pronouns are deleted by a rule of Pronoun
D 2

rop. The rule applies only to those independent first and

sec i i i
ond persons which are inflected with a clitic pronoun on a

verb, noun, or preposition:

S
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#xc-ach to hach

(5) a.
asp—A2 go you
'you went'
b. xc-ach Lo-yi ———=
asp-A2 gq—stém—-augt pron Drop
'you went'
(6) a. sch—in a¥ni hayin

asp-Al bathe I
7 bathe'
o (an)

b. ch-in a®ni
pron Drop ip

asp-Al bathe
11 bathe'

sx—@-w—il hayin ha-mam hach
asp-A3-E1-5€€ I go-father Yyou

'1 saw your father!

(7) a.

ha-mam

b, x-g-v—il
Pron D

asp-A3-E1-se¢
11 saw your father'
w—it }ﬁb_i];r_l

#x—f-colwa ix
cl/she El-to me

asp—AS-—help
1ghe gave me & hand'

(8) a-

w-iH

b. x-@-colwa ix
1p cl/she E1-to

asp-A3-he

‘She gave me a ha.nd|

When the independent pronoun is not duplic
it does NO
h a pronoun following

£ undergo the PT

pronoun marker,

This is the case wit
ch-in to boj  hach
asp—-Al g0 with you

' T go With yOu'

(9)

rop E2-father Fron

pron Drop

ated by a clitic
onoun Drop rule:

a conjunction:
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(10) ««shaca! hach
and how you

1
.+.and what about you?!'

The third pers
person pronoun, the noun classifier, d
r, does not dro
P

either:
(11) X-@-cattalwi naj
asp—-A3-dance cl/he
'he danced!’
(12) a. *xX—@-aw-il hach 1
: ix

asp—##-E2-see you cl/her

1
you saw her!

b. x-@-aw-il —— i
- ix
afp-A3-E2-see Pron Drop cl/her

'you saw her!

or noun class.

In emphatic constructions
their original position and

the post-nomi
e r t-nominal demonstrative

(13) caw ya'taj
very difficult

;=(14) toHe

ch-in to-j
asp-Al go-fut I

i

~ Pronoun Drop is
P therefore limited to those ¢
ases in which th
e

de (=) on n y p
re in an SS Of lllfomatlon Of rso
|; d(]BS ot Sult lO erson

e
he independent pronouns appear
a?e generally accompanied by
ti'/tu' 'this/that':

Y fri—
asﬂ X abe hayin ti'
p-A3-El-feel I thi
S

lit: for m
- y part, I feel i i
it seems very di%ficulz titm:?ry dentt

ch-@-(y)-al heb na nan
always as .
o L J
Yy p-A3-E3-say pl cl/they differentl
Y Yy

hayin +ti'

this

all t]ley do is talk, I am gouhg my own Way

:ﬁhatic also be found £ the
1 pronoun ma;
y als
at the head o

Sentence i
3 € in a clefted position'4
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(15) hayin x—@-w-ute hun-ti'
i asp—AS—El—do one—this
'T did this'

tato ch-ofl toyi
that asp-Alpl g0
we go (or not)"

hach-tic'a i'ne
you-always depends

+i1l up to you whether

(16)

it is s
ntence, but a post-

an be clefted in a S€

Only one element C
g—occur with a

verbal emphatic independent pronoun can c

clefted NP:
(17) a. ha' tu' ch-@-aw-a' pensal
cleft that asp—AS—EZ—give to think

hach ti'
you this

vthat's what you think!'

ch-f-aw-a' pensar

b. *hach il ha' tu'
you This cleft that asp—AS—AZ—give to think

the clefted noun classifier 1s preceded

which is an obligatory particle

but optional with

In the third person,

the clefting particle ha',

by
n a pronoun form,

with a classifier alone i

full NPs:
—'ute-n hun-tu'

(18) a. ha' naj K—P-
do-suff one—that

cleft cl/he asp—KgrDEL—
1it is he who did that'

v te' Hah " babel

b. (ha') hune
¢l  house this first

(cleft) one
x—@-(y)—acatl naj
asp—A3~E3—bui1d cl/he

use which is the first one that

1i¢ is this ho
he built®

2. THE MORPHOLOGY AND USE OF CASE MARKING

2.0.
an absolutive set and

£ case markers,

Jjacaltec has two sets O
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an ergative set.

they are referred iﬂ the morphological analysis of examples

A f0 as A/E1,2,3--A for absolutive, E for e;

will present the mozllthe ?ersons. The following Pa;agraphs

S erons constE . phological shape of each set and tl .
structions to which they belong. R R

2.,1. Preliminary Remarks

Th:ée TP; whi?h.aremarked for case fulfill one of th
Zzszzzsoru:itlozs——subject, object, object of preposjtizzr
ientiel SUb-enzluded aée non-terminal NPs which domina;e
d are tiects o% objects and possessive constructions;
Rossed NPs.5 < tz:minal n?des of nominal predicates and p;s—
case are in pareﬂtheSe:ee dlag%am below the NPs marked for

, constituents not in nominal functions

which will not inflect for case are st d
arred:

(19)
S
_— T
(NP) (NP),,
l PP
S
| e
xal naj compl
said he J T (NP)4 g Py
€t yin
. to
N w .
|6 ﬁPT (NP)S
ihub11 sonlom  mam hach
hat marimba father ygﬁ
player

+ subject NP
sentential obi

: ect
object of pr e

e o

subject NPP position
possessor NP
nominal predicate
pOSSGSSed NP

-
Noosan e
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tree structure (19) corresponds to sentence (20) in which

The
the numbers refer to the inflected NPS of the tree:
(20) x—g—(y)-2al naj w—et an chubil
asp—A3-E3-say cl/he El-to 1p fthat
2 1 3
sonlom @ ha-mam
marimba player AS Egﬂfather
4 5
the said to me that your father was 2 marimba
player‘
Ccase markers are not attached to their NPs put appear in
different positions in the sentence. The arrowed lines in
kers to their NPs:6

the samples below relate the case mal

naj y-ixal hay pel
eter,

(21) x—@-s-mak
aspeAS—ES—hit cl/he E3-wife cl P

the hit peter's wife'
r—ul beh

(22) a. #ch—ach w-il-a’ hayin hach ¥
asp—A2 p1-see-fut %OF E3-in traily

1T will see you on the trail’

y-ul beh

b. ch-ach w—il-a'
fut E3-in trail

asp-A2 El-see”
ee you on the trail’

1T will s
2.2. The Absolutive set
The paradigm of the absolutive cet is given in a stative COER
ctruction with the adjectival predicate meba 'poor':

1T am poor'
tyou are poor’

(23) sg 1- meba hin
the is poor’

29— meba hach
5- mebha 9 naj

cl/he
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pl 1- meba hot
%— meba hex
3~ [meha E_— heb naj
pl cl/he

'we are poor'
Vr

|30u (Pl) are p00r|
they are pOOI“'

The initial h- of
t i
I bou;d he first and second person drops wl
ary i . i
when tl ry is lost in normal speech. It hen e
o ne C e . i ,

o ase marker for either the subject of is always lost
or the ohject of . of an int Criy
marker Th a transitive is cliticized to tt ransite

4 e thi - e
. ird person absolutive i aspect
nentioned earlier, it will al is a ¢ morpheme_T i
. 2 v always be :
classifier and wi accompanied by i
will take a plural morph v
plural. pheme (heb/hej) in the
The absolutiv
ive set fulfills the following f
g functions—

A, j
subject of a stative verb:

(24) a. winaj hach
man A2

!
you are a man'

b. s%cinaj hin
tired a1
'T am til"ed'

c. E@mejal g te ol
1g A3 cl/the house

1
the house is big!

B. j
subject of an intransitive verb:

(25) a. choft wayi
asp-Alpl sleep

'we sleep'
xc—ach to}fi
asp-AZ go

'you want'
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no'

c. x-§-cam
Cl/the

asp-A3-die
1the horse died'

4. x-g-‘ayc'ay

asp-A3-fall down Pl

hej te'

cheh
horse

te'!
cl/the tree

1the trees fell down'

c. object of a transitive

ch-in haw-ila

(26) a. ==
asp-Al E2-5€€

1you see me'

b. ch-ofl s=eol
asp-ALpl E3-help

the helps us'

X_Qfs—watX‘e
asp—AS—ES'make

naj
cl/he

verb:

——

naj

cl/he

Hah
house

te!
cl/the

the made the house’

p. subject of passives:

x-g-'il-lax

naj
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(28)
—mam 'father'
sg ;— hin—mam
. himm 'my father'
> ~ an: :y9ur father'
s his father!
pl 1- cu-mam
o Eg—mam 'our father'
= il heb naj :yOUF (pl) father!
ol o their father!

i .
The fir \'% —_ —
: st person plural has two ariant
S, CO and cu

(29)

—atut
'house!
sg 1- —
— 3 ) 'you
y-atut naj 'ﬁisrhhousel
o ouse'
pl ;- . y-atut ! h
B e our house'
3- - i
y-atut heb naj ’{h:ir(ﬁl) o
A ol = ouse'
s was the case with the absolutive

the ergative third per-

- son is obligatori
gatorily accompanied by a classifi
ier and is iden-—

~ tical in the si
singular and the plural. The pl
. plural of the

(27) a- Lo
asp—

the was se€en

A3-see—-PASS

cl/he

b. xc-ach mak-ot

—_—

asp-A2

hit—PASS

tyou were hit!

c. chofi tzud
asp-Alpl fo
1it: we
1you catch

2.3, The Ergative set

ergative set has two

The
following stem is conson

—cha

haw-u
11ow-PASS E2-PY

are followed by you

up with us'

variants dependin

ant initial or vowe

¢ on whether the 1

1 initial:

ch-in ha-maka
asp-Al E2-hit
'you hit me'
b.
ch-ach y-oche naj
asp-A2 E3-like cl/he

'he likes you'

marke
r of the possessor NP:9

A% Sub -ect Of a tI
S.
an ltl\n‘e VeI‘b.

uuld erson 1s si ])alle b.)’ tlle plu al mor he Eb h .
: g d 3 iy P me h /
= ..-.-J.

Ille fuIlC tions f the‘ e lu t below——
o] I‘ga‘tlve set are il S l"a.‘t d
€




110 Case Marking

hin-xatiab
31y 2e s
(31) Ei-sandal

'my sandals'
_bak s-sat naj
> %3—pit E3-face ¢l (man)
1it: the pit of his face
'his eys'
haw-ufttaj
2iist To—brother (of 2 male)

'you (male) have 2 brother'

c. possessor IP

i hin-ba
x—-@-w-il hin
=) asﬁ—AS-El—see Ei-refl
11 saw myself’
ha-ba
—g-a-mak ha:
53 zsg—AS E2-hit E2-refl
ryou hit yourself'
(34) cu-cajyat cu-ba

Eipl-refl
(of each other)'

Elpl—-enemy

twe are enemies

D object of Eregosition:

(35) a. w-et
El-to

1to me'
b. j-ibatl
Eipl-on top

ton top of us'

c. y-ul te! -
F3-in cl/the house

1in the house'

i oun:
of reflexive and reciprocal pron
2= ________.______EL_________"
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d. E—wi' te! te!
E3-head c¢l/the tree

'at the top of the tree!’

E. subject of aspectless embedded clauses:

(36) a. sab ichi cu-munlayi
early start Elpl-work

'we started working early!

b. x-@-(y)-il naj hin ha-mak-ni
asp-A3-£3-see cl/he Al E2-hit-suff

'he saw you hit me'

3. CASE ASSIGNMENT RULES
3.0.

The existence of two sets of rules of Case Assignment will be

established in this section. One set of rules represents an

ergative type of case marking and the other a nominative/accu-
sative type.

3.1. Assignment of Case to Subjects and Objects of Main

Clauses:

The Ergative Type of Case Marking

A typical ergative type of case marking operates in main
clauses; it assigns an ergative to the subject of a transi-
tive verb and an absolutive to both the subject of an intran-
. sitive and the object of a transitive:
(37) xe-ach w-abe

asp-A2 El-hear

'I heard you'
(38) xc-ach toyi

asp—-A2 go

'you went'

“%e Pattern of case assignment i
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(39) a. Transitive clause: v NP NP
5 0
Erg Abs
b. Intransitive clause: V NP
S
Abs

The rules of Case Assignment can be formulated on the basis

of the number and positions of NPs:

Ergative Case Assignment #1
1f the main verb is immediately followed by
t to the verb ERGATIVE.

(40) a.

two NPs, mark the closes

b. Absolutive Case€ Assignment Ei
Mark any other NP ABSOLUTIVE.

since the language has a VSO0 word order, the rule (40a) ap-
ecifically to the subject of a transitive verb (defined

plies sp
The rule (40b) applies to

either the object of a transitive or

as a verb followed by two NPs) .

the two remaining NPs,

the subject of an intransitive.

the ergative type of case

ain of application of
de subordinate clauses in-

The dom
o be expanded to inclu

marking has t©
+ sentences introduced by

junctions, complemen
A1l of these types of

troduced by con
and relative clauses.

complementizers,
£ a finite verb form

clauses have in common the presence O
with an aspect marker.
3.2. Stative Clauses
ot carry any mar

rked by the ergative ty

ker of aspect, stative

Although they do n
clauses are also ma
rules. Thus, the presence of an aspect m
£ clauses marked

to be a surface structure characteristic o

ergatively.

pe of case marking'F

arker cannot be said
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Stative clau
e altermats ses never exhibit any aspect marki
n
ation of presence vs absence of e there
a COpula that

would provide i
N aspect information when the
1Ctable from the conbexts aspeCt iS not pre—

(41)
meba @ naj
poor A3 Cl/he

'he is/was/will be poor!'

(42) sonlom hach
: ac
marimba player A2

1
you are/were/will be a marimba pl
ayer'

However, stati
s ative clauses behave as if they had
ad an aspect

marking. Th
ey are ungrammatical in the context of
Xt of an aspect-

less embedded cl
ause. Examples (43a) and (44a) show t
ow that the

verbs h sl -
3 t
cha W1 to feel llke to llke and a te anma tO

enjoy' requir
quire an aspectless embedded clau
se. Sentences

%#(43b) and *(44b
) show that the stative claus
es cannot enter

this aspectl
ess construction. Sentences (43c)
c) and (44) sh
oW

how th i
e stative
cla
uses must occur in complement
nt sentenc
es

with complementizers if they are embed
embedded:

(43) a. -
zsﬂzi;cha' ) ha-wi' ha-wa,
p—A3-E3-suit E2-head E2—slie
sunil-bal  tz'ayic ’

all-extent day
'you i
you would like to sleep all day long'
b, ¥*X-@-s—
asg_zscha' . ha-wi! ha-baki
~-E3-suit E2-head E2-f QICh
—fa
'you would like to be fat!'
C. X-f-s-cha'
ha-wi'
asp-— i ; |
Sp—A3-E3-suit E2-head tﬁ:i ?ZElCh o
]
you would like to be fat' "
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(44) a. ch-g—aw-2a' t—({)—et haw—anma ha—catlalwi
asp—AS—EZ—give augt-E3-to E2-heart E2-dance
'you enjoy dancing'

b. #ch-@-aw-a' t—(¥)—et haw—anma ha-kalom
asp—A3—E2—give aug --E3-to gE2-heart E2-rich
1you enjoy being rich'

Ce ch—p-aw-2a' t—(y)—et haw—anma tato
asp-A3-E2-give aug t-E3-to Eo-heart that

kalom hach1
rich A2

tyou enjoy being rich'

gtative clauses also behave 1ike finite clauses 1n that

they can be negated:

(45) mat bakich-0] hach
not fat-suff A2

'you are not fat'

g naj

(46) mat sonlom—0J
suff A3 cl/he

not marimba player—
the is not 2 marimba player’

clauses with finite

As seen in Chapter 1, gection 5. Negation,
e aspectless embedded clauses may

verbs may be negated whil
not. This will be discuss r 8 Complement

ed again in Chapte

Sentences.

since stative clauses never appear in an aspectless en—
vironment and behave 1ike clauses inflected for aspect with
it could be postulated

respect to embedding and negation,
never T'€

of the

that stative clauses have an aspect marker which is
alized in surface structure and that case assignment

d for aspect.

r arguments to postulate a dummy as

ergative type applies in clauses marke
of the lack of furthe
the domain of

r in stative clauses,
lude all main clauses and

marke

case marking will be caid to inc

in viewf
pGCt?

the ergative type Q?
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embedded finite clauses

3-3. ASSlg
T C
nmen ()f ase to Sub ects alld ObJe S f
Ct (o] ASpeCtleSS

Embedded Clauses:

I]]e NOI]IlIlathe/ACCuSatl\'e Type Oi

Another mechani
ism i
of case assignment applies i
s in the envi
ron-

ment of aspectle
s
. s embedded clauses and
adverbial clauses. aspectless subordinat
e

[]le use ()f tile expl €5510 llO[]]lIlathe accusat ve l.y e
. / .
1 P

of case assi
gnme
in inflecti nt refers to the type of cas
ectional . e marki
languages in which all subject cing found
ects are marked

with the nominati
. ive case and all direct :
cusative case. ct objects with the a
Ce=

A similar pro :
Jacaltec in thai Szzjzcis at work in aspectless clauses in
verbs are assigned the s Of'both transitive and intransiti
transitive verbs alon ergative case, while the objects ive
e are assigned the absolutive case "

1 auses the]:ef I t 1 3551g]ked an er-
]I[I;['a[sil; ve Cl u ore the SubJeC S

gative with th i i
e nominative/accusative type, wh
, while it was
as—

signed an absoluti i
ive with the ergative type. Th
. e nominative/

accusative t

: ype N

~ followed b RS 9 ciss assignment is shown 1

y examples (48) and (49) =H (pesten, G

(47 iti
) a. Transitive clause: \Y
: NP
NP
v s 0
Erg A
b. Intransiti -
sitive claus
e: V
NP
\% S
Er‘g

X—-@—w—] lwe haC]l h ll"COl"]ll
. .

1
aSp—A3—El-—tIy A2 El—].'IEIP"SU-ff

'I tried to help you'



|

116 Case Marking

ha—caﬁalwi

(49) x—@-w-il ha-
E2-dance

asp—AS—El—see
1T saw you dance'
erating on aspectless clauses can

The case assignment rules OP

be formulated as follows:

(50) a. Ergative Case Assignment E%
Mark the NP closest to the verb

P Absolutive Ccase Assignment Eg
nd NP ABSOLUTIVE.

ERGATIVE

Mark the seco

Rule (502) marks the subject for ergative, no matter whether
the verb is transitive or intransitive, and rule (50b) ap-

ansitives.
ment gﬁ case in verbless Constituents

3.4. Assign

case marking is not restricted t

verbs., IE applies also to possess
assigning them an €T

plies only to objects of tr

o subjects and objects of

or NPs and to the objects

of prepositions, gative:

(51) w—p-ul hin-mam ﬂ—atut
asp—-A3-come E1-father El-house
'my father came to my house'
(52) ch-ach colwa y-ift naj
E3-to cl/him

asp-A2 help

ryou give 2 hand to him'

fore of how to treat case marking

ons——as 2a separate

The question arises there

in the verbless constructi

t or as a process t h one of the

o be collapsed wit

assignmen
two sets of rules established in (40) and (50) -

Case assignment in poesessive and prepositio
could be treated as 2 genitive gype of case marking which
would be independent of the verbal case marking dis

above and would then determine 2a third domain of cas

in Jacaltec. However, guch an analysi

process of casé

nal phrase@:

cussed

e marks

s would be missing &

ing
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generalization ab
ded verbal cl out case assignment in both a
cla spectl
cince the ¢ uses and possessive or prepositi p ess embed-
€ Two ional
sets of constructions have i RRDRRES:
n common the s
ame

ergative assign
gnment and the lack of aspect marki
ing, they ma
Y

be collapsed as shown in pattern (53)

53 As ECtleSS domallls ()f case assignme l;
g .

Transiti
1tive aspectless clauses V'
Intransiti -
i sitive aspectless clauses V .
o i .
ssessive constructions N .
- P
Prepositional phrases -
P NP
Erg  Abs

The nature of
m;
ost Jacaltec prepositions points t
s to more

similarity bet
ween these constructions than i b
s obvious from

the abO\ie patte}fl!- Some P18P051t10“5 are EaSll reco 1Zable
¥ gn

as ver
erb stems and others as nouns:

(54) y-ul te' .
E3in cl/the house

'in the house'

(',_ =~ comes f

1 I

L m huluJ s a erb mea.nlng ! tO

"I 0] Q! v come'.

(55) y=u cake
E3-by wind

'by/because of the wind'

1, S f om U.]ll.l t € ble .
come & o] happ n, be pOSSl

(56) s-—wi' te! te!
wi' e
E3-head c¢l/the tree

'on top of the tree'

"

r} comes from wi'e 'head'

(57) t—i%—sat—taj
aug*-El-front of-suff

'in front of me®

ttaj co
3 mes from sat 'face'
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3D Conclusions: Case Assignment
re distinguis

a different type of ca

hable in Jacaltec,

Two domains of case marking 2
se assign-

each of them corresponding to

ment.
A) Ergative type
e assignment: the subject of a transitive verb

the subject

a. cas
is ergative; of an intransitive verb and
the object of a transitive verb are absolutive.

b. domain:

—main clauses, both finite and stative

—complement sentences with complementizer

_subordinate clauses with conjunction

_relative clauses

B) Nominative/Accusative type
a., case assignment: all subjects are ergative; the
object of a gransitive verb is absolutive.

b. domain:

—embedded agpectless clauses
—aspectless time subordinate clauses

—possessive constructions

~preposit%onal phrases

since the rules of Case Assignment for subject and ob-

ject NPs were formulated in terms of the number ©

diately following the verb, Case Assignment has to ap
fore all rules of movement OT deletion——clefting, Relative
Deletion and Noun Classifier Deletion. The deletio
object would result otherwise in marking the subjects of
transitives with an absolutive case marker.

4, CASE AGREEMENT

4.0.

f NPs imme—n;

ply be-

n of the f
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[he case aSSIglle to an NE 0€es no appEaI on t e NI 1tse
hu ra
as an agI eement featule on a P a o
t]leI Iedlc tl\a’e Constl
t]le[ll: to tlle ].Eft Of the NP. ThlS section Wlll deSCIlbe tlle
pos tions in Nhlch the case I]:laIkeIS are fOLlnd.

4.1. iti
Position of Ergative Case Marker

Ergatives
hg are always preposed and, as was noted
e et 5 ed earlier 1
e ph (2.2.), they are sensitive to the natu f .
) : re of t
phoneme of the stem to which they are pre .
may precede verb stems, nouns, and prepositi o e
> itions:
(58) a. ch—ach hin-mak-a'
asp—A2 El-hit-fut
'I will hit you'
b. ch-ach w-il-a'
asp—-A2 El-see-fut

'TI will see you'

(59) a. hin-mam

El-father
'my father'
b. E—uktaj
El-brother
'my brother'
(60) G y—ul te! Hah

E3-in Cl/the hOUSE‘,

'in the house'

b. w-ibafi
El-on tOp

'on t()p of me!

e Er s
5 gative Agreement rule is:

5 6 :
,} 1) Ergative Agreement
Place th i i
e ergative immediately before the consti
sti-

tuent to the left of the NP.
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This rule accounts for the ergative position in all domains——

prepositional
phrase

()

possessi\'e
construction

(b)

main and embedded
clauses

A
o

(a)

P051t10ns of Absolutive Case Case Marker

121 Case Marking
(64) a. col hin
help A1l
'help me!'
b. il hoH
look Alpl
'look at us!!
4,2.2. itici i
Cliticization of the Absolutive Marker
In the presenc
nce of an aspect marker in the surface st
ructure,

4.2.
4,2.0. -
: L ; e absoluti o o
Absolutives occur inh two positions 1n surface structure, ve moves to a clitic position and b
) . ) . 12 to the aspect marker: ecomes attached
either preceding or following the predicate: :
(65) a. #ch- ;
(62) a- ch—ach w—il-a' ZZ e 'aPQ1 hach
asp-A2 Ei1-see—fut p-__ arrive A2
1 -
17 will see you' you arrive there'
b. - .
b. sicinaj hach : ;: ach apni
tired A2 3 p-A2 arrive
% 1 .
'you are tired' . you arrive there’
_ (66) a. *ch- i
4.2.1. postposed Absolutives 3 zzp__ wIll hach
- El-see
The basic Absolutive Agreemen nt rule positions the case marker L T s A2
e ee you'
following the predicative element. The absolutive is found 3
. . : . 3 b. -
Postposed to the predicate in two constructlons——statlve . ah ach w-il-a
: sp-A2 El-see-stem aug
'T see you'.

clauses and transitive imperatives:

winaj hach
man

(63) a-.

1you are/were a man '

bakich hex
fat A2pl

'you (pl) are/were fat!
tz'oflan hin
sitting Al

‘T am/was sitting'

The Iu].e Wlllc}l Sufflxes tlle abs 1 tl €
olu Vv mar keIS t h.e € t
o t aspec

iuarkers is as follows:

(67) Absolutive Cliticization

In the
presence of an aspect marker, the absolu

tive i
case marker is cliticized to it

- ,el‘e iS a w y l; t + SO—
E OI‘d bolmdar be ween the Compolmd [ as
V pec ab (o]
. I. ) (] Comp()und [ ( E:I‘g ati € ) erb Stem ( k
-lie] a“d thi ; Y & V + Stem
al v I as Seen 1n ( 65b ) and ( 66b ) . The WOI‘d bomld X y
a l. S

‘) When th 1
E e absolutive is in the third person A3 G
as P,
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which
while

to underlying forms
solutive markers,

esponding surface tran-

) and (69a) correspond
dible third person ab
(69b) show the corr

Examples (682
exhibit the inau
examples (68b) and
scriptions:

x—f-haw-1i1 naj

(68) a.
asp-A3-E2-S€€ cl/him

tyou saw him'

b. xawil naj
you saw cl/him

tyou saw him'

(69) a. x—@-to naj
asp—A3-go cl/he

the went'

b. xto naj
went cl/he

the went'

arker alternates between Xc-— when an

The completive aspect m
person absolutive case marker is suf-

audible first or second
fixed to it and X- when the absolutive is the

person @

xc—in haw-il-a £

(70) a. X&
asp—-Al E2-see—stem aug

'you saw me'

b. E—Q—aw—il naj
asp-A3-E2-sce cl/him

tyou saw him'

(71) a. ngach to-yi
asp—A2 go-stem aug

'you went'

inaudible third
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b. E—ﬂ—to naj
asp-A3-go cl/he

'he went'

4.3. A Surf
A rface Structure Constraint: A>E13

4.3.0.

There is a con : :
- markejzrzlnt in Jacaltec on the relative ordering of
—— . t? th? effect that the absolutive alwaysg
- Constraintg:iize if both occur in the same constituent

F ions. be shown to operate in three construc—‘

4,3.1, Possessed Nominal Predicate

AS a gene: al Iule the abSOluter mar keI 1s pOSt OSed to nomi-—
P
a pl"e . p
n I dlcates Howev er, lf the nOII]:L]!a]. Iedlcate 15 1 t;SeE f

a possessed noun with a i
possessive ergative marker, th
, the abso-

.“. luti € j
v ()I l:}le Sub €c t', mus ': I eCede the WI[Ole I'edlcate:

(72) a. mam-e -
father-suff A2

'you are a father'

b.  s-mam naj
E3-father cl
'his father'

%e B naj hach

E3-father cl A2

'you are his father'

C. hach E_.mam naj
A2 E3-father cl

'you are his father!'

B(73) - .
2 173) a. *haw-amigo hot
E2-friend Alpl

1
we are your friends'




W
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b. hott haw-amigo

Alpl E2—friend

'we are your friends'
The constraint on the placement of the absolutive case marker

may be formulated as follows:

(74) ASE Oordering Constraint

The absolutive case marker always precedes the

ergative case marker within a predicative consti-

tuent.

4.3.2. Aspectless Embedded Transitive Verb
The absolutive object marker also precedes the ergative sub-

ect marker of an aspectless embedded transitive verb:

J
hin-col-ni hach

(75) a. #x—@—w—ilwe
—help—suff A2

asp—AS—El-th El
"I tried to help you'

hach hin-col-ni

b. x-@-w-ilwe
—help-suff

asp-AS-E1-try Az E1

' tried to help you'

The reordering of the absolutive marker in front of the erga=
of the absence of aspect marker is pro-

finite transitive
d to the

tive marker in spite

bably the result of an analogy with the

olutives are always cliticize

verb forms in which abs
vays precede the ergatives.

aspect marker and thus aly

P . 14
Prep051t10na1 Phrase IncorEoratlon

4.3.3.
e A>E Ordering Constraint be

The analogical force of th
manifest in this third const

hrase using the preposition

comes
ruction. The prepositional
-et may be incorporated in an

p

intransitive verb form between the absolutive of the sub

and the verb stem:

e e

ject
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(76) xc-ach w-et caHalwi
asp-A2 El-with dance

'T dance with you'
(77) =xc-oH EEE'EE tzoteli

asp—Alpl E2-with talk

'you talked with us’'

:ﬁ: tz:n;ia:To;s provided under the examples (76) and (77)

i :
vided by tie :nf:z:;Zilents of the Spanish translations 0
b 5. foken b0 be ths. T?e incorporated object of preposi-
| iion orovides a ol € ?ubqect of the sentence. The trans-
b conting in th ear indication that an analogical process
A € construction. The sequence absolutive—
1 forzsefnas ?he equivalent sequence found in tran-—
B oot e o whlfh the absolutive is the marker of

ergative the marker of the subject.

4.4. iti
Summary-—-Positions of Case Markers

The p .
0S1l thllS O{ the case mar keI S are summari Zed belo‘
N

(a) Possessive construction
- . E'_
(b) Prepositional phrase: i
. . E_
(c) Transitive finite verb: asp-A E S
Ve ‘ -A E-verb
(d) Intransitive finite verb: asp-A gl
. . p—
(e) Stative predicate: B noun
g ve, . noun A
ransitive imperative: e 3
: verb A
Eg) Possessed nominal predicate: A -
1 : A E-noun
) Aspectless embedded verb: (A)
‘ ‘ 5 E—
(i) PP-incorporation: -
asp-A E-prep verb

"' el'gatlve ax kel lS alwa S ln )
2 case re OSEd 0s1 thIl as
Y p P p i

seen in ( v
- a), (b), (c), (g), (h), and (i). The absoluti
ive

l"'—: marke[' s
3 S found 11’1 three dlfferent posltlons it i
thel POS tposed
3 (e) and (f), or Clltlclzed on the as t
pec

[-er, (C) (d)
y . > and (i) or pl
nde placed bef s

* Pressure for analogy, (g) and (h)que the ergativemarker
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The insertion of the prepositional phrase between the absolu-
tive marker and the intransitive verb stem in (i) also con-
forms to the ordering constraint that absolutive always pre-—

cede the ergative.

5. CONCLUSIONS
Jacaltec marks all the NPs in nominal function for one of two
cases——ergative or absolutive. The language is only super-
ficially an ergative one. Besides the ergative type of case
marking of main and finite clauses, a nominative/accusative
type of case marking operates in all aspectless constituents
characterizing the language as a mixed ergative type.1

The ergativity of jacaltec is not a deep phenomenon. No
rule of syntax needs to refer in its structural description
to a specific case. As will be seen in Chapter 7 Disambigua-
tion the relevant notion in the disambiguation mechanism is
that of subject of transitive and not that of ergative case
marking. As discussed in Chapter 11 Equi-NP Deletion, the
rule of Equi-NP Deletion is restricted to the deletion of sub-
jects of intransitive verbs but the notion of case is irrele-
vant since all subjects are marked ergative in aspectless
embedded clauses in which deletion occurs. The same argument
holds for the rule of promotion in ‘aspectual constructions
discussed in Chapter 10 A promotion Rule; for speakers with a
restriction on which subjects may be promoted, the distinction
has to be made between subjects of transitives and subjects of
instransitives although they are all marked for ergative in

the embedded clause.

?——_ﬁ
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NOTES

. Ehe C]lolce of the plural morpheme depends on the presence
Oi the noun ClaSSlileI . Human belngs take the ]lOIl—llull!
an

plural j &
morpheme hej in the absence of a surf
noun classifier: e

(a) x'apni  heb naj

arrived pl  c¢l(man) o e

' my brother
my brothers arrived there'

(b) =x'apni hej wudtaj

'my brothers arrived there'
(c) *x'apni heb wuxta j

In ex ressions Nltll ua—]]tlilEIS the resence Of t €
p q ’ P h

lural i i
p -a morpheme is obligatory with human bein b
optional with non-humans: o

(d) hun-kahan heb naj

one-few pl e

cl(man) man
'a few men!

(e) hun-kahan (hej)
one—few (pl)

no' txitam
cl(animal) pig

'a few pigs’'

(f) hun-kahan (hej) te! Hah
. a
one—few (pl) cl(wood) house

'a few houses’

Numerals other than hune' 'one! take one of th
ree

Ilumer‘al cl Le == + hu 1 -C + a
assi rs, aH an |, oH anim l 3
(e)b —'huﬂ] —alli l t:]]e ese e
an, ma . In pr sence of the num ral
p
he 1u| al mor p]leme beC
omes mgrmatlcal

classifier,

(g) caw-at
heb naj inaj
two—cl[+ human] pl clJ z;gaJ

'two men'
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(h) ca-c'ofl (hej) mno' txitam
two—cl[+ animal] pl cl pig
“two pigs'

(i) ca-b #(hej) te' Hah
two—-cl[-human, —animal] pl ¢l house

t+wo houses'

The particle ha' is recognizable as the clefting particle
which precedes clefted NPs at the head of the sentence.
Sentences (17) and (18) later in the chapter demonstrate

this point.

For a more complete discussion of the pronominal role of
the noun classifier, see Chapter 4 pronominalization.

There are twenty-one noun classifiers, including a @

classifier.

Clefting of a first or second person independent pronoun
differs from clefting of a third person NP in that its
corresponding case marker is not deleted from the verb
form and the suffix -n(i) is not added to the transitive
see Chapter 1,

verb. Compare sentences (15) and (18).

Section 2. Emphasis and Chapter 7 Disambiguation.

This is meant to also exclude the locative noun phrases %'
Consider thg

and their

which are not accompanied by a preposition.
nouns —atut 'house' and txotibal 'market place’

locative use in the following sentences:

(a) chin to txohbal
I go market

"1 go to the market'

(b) aycoj ha mam watut
is your father my house

tyour father is at my house'

T TR R T e
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7.

T .

:
[he faCt th.at th.e case !IlaIkeI does Ilot appea]: on tlle noun
]tself Wlll create a pIObIEHI O:[ alliblgUZLty in tIallSlthe
-

Sentenc i i i

€S 1n Wthh eltheP the Subject or ObjeCt NP Wlll
ave ee \ .
] Vv b n I‘emoved b deletlon or lﬂOVeIHEIlt T]lls is

tr
a ed at length in Chap ter 7 Dlsaﬂl 1g at
eat b u. 10n.

The inaudibl
€ nature of the absolutive third per
son was

noted by G
y Greenberg (1963) as one of the univ 1
ersal ten-

dencies of ergative languages

8. Most of
of the morphophonemic rules of Jacalt
ec apply in

. ;

ve:b forms. Besides the dropping of the h- in suffixed

case markers, the ergative markers E3 ¥ :
oy

vol i - and —s— :
ved in two different processes S— are in-

I. —y-d
y— drops after the aspect marker: underlying E3
_.__. - ’ n
Y— 1s transcribed in the examples as —(y) )
(a) t-(y)-et j — .
Y naj j
aug-E3-to c¢l/him s
'to him'
(b)  x-@-(y)-al naj —_— J
asp—-A3-E3-see cl/he =
'he said!

both
- aspect markers assimilate to the mann
point of articulation of E3 -sg—- o

(¢) ch-@-s—mak naj
asp—A3-E3-hit cl/he
R—s-mak
s—-s-mak
smak  naj

'he hits it'
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x—-p-s-mak naj
i asp-A3-E3-hit cl/he

x—s-mak
s—s-mak
smak naj
‘he hit it'
i fi i of the
i e also found in quantifier expressions
g. Ergatives ar N
type-—the three of us, the three of the
i—ox-watl-il _
= %1pl—three—cl[+ human ]—suffix
'the three of us'
—yox—c'ofi-al .
= 23{i§r23—01[+ animal ]-suff cl(animal)
'the three of them(animals)'
be:
10. Another form of the sentence could be
| —anma
t-(y)-et haw-anm
—g-aw-a' " .
= Zzp?A3—E2—give aug¥~E3—to E2-hear
yifl ha-kalom-al
n  E2-rich-ness
'you enjoy being rich’
Chapter 1,

itti d in
The rule of Conjunct splitting presente
jon is another rule of m

1 oordinat . i
p objects. Three alternative hypo

i1l be made here to accoun

11.

fecting subjects and
theses (H1, H2, H3) W

j t NP
fact that only the first of the two conjunc
ac
on the verb.
t splitting precedes Cas
alysis would provide a sim

but it would treat Conj

H1: Conjunc

This an

case marking,

ovement af—

¢ for the

s inflects

e Assignment. E
ple accountl?

unct Splitt'ﬁ
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as a deep phenomenon and, in an unwarranted way, as
a movement rule different from all other movement
rules.
H2: Case Assignment precedes Conjunct Splitting
and the rule of Case Assignment is reformulated.
The rule of Case Assignment would have to be
reformulated to ensure that only the first of the
two conjoined NPs (NPl) be marked and the second
(NPZ) be skipped over:

(a) v [EE

NP boj NP, ] NP

1 2°NP

The formulation of such a Case Assignment rule
would necessitate the undesired complication--given
a rule based on linear ordering--of having to refer
to constituent structures.

H3: Case Assignment precedes Conjunct Splitting and
a distinct rule of Person and Number Agreement is
postulated.

No reformulation of the Case Assignment rule is
necessary if a distinction is established between
case marking and Person/Number Agreement. Case
Assignment applies to major NP Constituents of a
clause before Conjunct Splitting, énd Person/Number
Agreement is a late surface operation which oper-
ates on terminal nodes. This analysis would ac--
count for Case Marking in all complex NP construc-—
tions like the conjoined NP structure and the rela-

tive clause construction:
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12.

13.

14.

15.

(b)

Conjoined NPs Relative Construction

//////TP\i:::———Case Assignment—-—::;j//NP\\\\\\

NP boj NP ¢-person-Number—2 NP S
Agreement

While the ergative appears as a preposed element in all
Mayan languages, the place of the absolutive varies from
language to language. Tn Yucatec Maya the absolutive is
always postposed; in Tzotzil it alternates between being
preposed and postposed; in Mam it is preposed to in-
flected verbs and postposed to nominal predicates; and in
Cakchiquel and Quiché it is always preposed. See Craig

and Robertson (1971) and Robertson (197€) .

The A> E Ordering Constraint is a language specific Con-
straint. It does not hold for other Mayan languages, as
is discussed in npronominal Distribution in Mayan' by

Craig and Robertson (1971).

See Chapter 1, Note 23 for a presentation of PP-incorpor-

ation.

It is not uncommon for so—called ergative languages to
assign case marking on the basis of both the ergative
system and the nominative/accusative system. 1In Walbiri,

NP marking is on an ergative basis, while clitic marking

is done on a nominative/accusative basis (Hale, 1973) .

Georgian has an ergative system in the perfect tense and

nominative/accusative system in the others.

4. Pronominalization

In Jacaltec the Pronominalization rule is a deletion rule
wh?ch leav?s a pro-form of the noun behind. The discussion of
this rule is divided into the following sections: 1. the modi
fier system of the language from which the pronoun forms aiﬁl—
drawn; 2. the rule of Pronominalization under identity of L
reference and the rule of Pronominalization under identity
sen%e, to show that one deletion rule accounts for both ioOf
nominalizations; and 3. the properties of the trace—leaving

deletion rule of Pronominalization

1. THE MODIFIER SYSTEM
1.1.

T y i fi
he Status of the Noun Classifier--on the Definitenes
gf the Noun o )

A vay 8]
noun 1s al‘ ays accom allled b ltS noun ClaSSlf.Lel . IhlS

noun classifier is like a gender marker, It attributes th
- e

nouns : P
to one of twenty-one semantic classes. Examples (1)
3

2
(2), (3), and (4) offer a sample of those classifierS'l
(1) a. naj sonlom
cl(man) marimba player
'the marimba player'
by iﬁ malin
cl(woman) Mary
'Mary'
c. naj yabil
cl(man) disease

'the disease'



